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Mr. Speaker, serving one’s country is
a noble and selfless act. These men and
women have answered the call of duty,
and today we honor their dedication,
service, and courage.

In 2016, there were nearly 1.3 million
Active Duty military personnel. Nearly
200,000 of those Active Duty members
are deployed overseas. From Japan to
Germany, and from South Korea to Af-
ghanistan, our American men and
women serve with distinction.

In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, more than 50 airmen from the
193rd Special Operations Wing are
scheduled to return home this week
following an overseas deployment in
support of Operation Inherent Resolve.

Mr. Speaker, I would like all of our
deployed troops to know that we are
proud of their efforts and are grateful
for their service.

———
THE BUDGET AND TAX REFORM

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, just a
month after the U.S. national debt sur-
passed $20 trillion for the very first
time, today this House passed an irre-
sponsible budget that will add a shock-
ing additional $1.5 trillion to that sum.

This additional debt threatens our
future prosperity and constricts our
ability to respond to the challenges we
face today.

The cynical purpose of today’s budg-
et is to pave the way so partisan tax
reform can be fast tracked through the
Senate, but financing tax cuts that
overwhelmingly benefit those at the
very top by ballooning our Nation’s
budget deficits is exactly the wrong ap-
proach.

We all agree our Tax Code is broken
and needs reform, but true tax reform
needs to be fiscally responsible.

Rather than crafting plans behind
closed doors, I urge my colleagues to
reach across the aisle. Together, we
can pursue reform of our Tax Code that
focuses on the middle class, promotes
entrepreneurship, job creation, and pri-
vate investment, and supports public
investment in our infrastructure.

Let’s bring this tax reform debate
into the open and get this done for the
American people.

————

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize October as Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, as well as all
of the men, women, and families that
have been affected by this devastating
disease.

Breast cancer is the most commonly
diagnosed cancer in women. Research,
early diagnosis, and modern treat-
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ments are raising survival rates, but it
remains the second leading cause of
cancer mortality for women.

During the month of October, we re-
flect on the lives lost and the families
affected by this cancer, including my
own family and my own beautiful wife,
Carol, who we just lost this last spring,
but we also bring light to the actions
that we can take to fight against it.

I encourage all women to talk to
your doctor about breast cancer
screenings for early detection.

I admire the unmatched courage of
the survivors and those currently suf-
fering from this disease.

———

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is the
30th anniversary of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.

Domestic violence is a crime that im-
pacts every race, gender, class, and sex.

In my home State, 33 percent of Cali-
fornia women and 28 percent of Cali-
fornia men will experience domestic vi-
olence. Nevertheless, since this month
was recognized for the first time in
1987, much progress has been made.

I began my professional career as a
prosecutor back in 1996, and I can tell
you, back then it was tough to get a
jury to understand and even listen to
the circumstances behind domestic vio-
lence, and it was tough to convince ju-
rors that domestic violence is not a
private issue that should be kept in the
bedroom, but instead, it is a righteous
issue that needed to be brought out in
our courtrooms.

Fortunately, there were police offi-
cers to make arrests, there were pros-
ecutors to try the cases, and there were
advocates to give the victims the con-
fidence they need to come forward.

So this month we recognize those
who support domestic violence victims,
we vow to hold abusers accountable,
and we strive to create and to update
legislation that not only protects, but
emboldens victims of domestic violence
so that they can embrace living their
lives.

———

LOCK HIM UP

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when
Derrick Harper stood in front of a
Pittsburgh judge a few months ago, it
was clear the defendant was a special
kind of evil person.

For years, Harper and his crew of de-
viants ran the city’s most brutal and
ruthless sex trafficking ring. The traf-
fickers lined their pockets by forcing
young women to have sex with count-
less men every day. Any woman who
attempted to escape their custody was
tortured and gang raped.
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To degrade and dehumanize them,
Harper shaved the women’s heads with
butcher knives and branded them with
hot irons.

Harper was the ring leader of this
massive trafficking organization, but it
wasn’t until four of his young victims
bravely escaped and testified against
him that justice was served.

His attempts to rob these women of
their dignity had failed, and his reign
of terror was finally over. Seeing the
true depravity, the judge sentenced the
defendant to 289 years in the peniten-
tiary.

As a former judge, I applaud this
judge. Criminals need to be locked up,
not victims. America must track down
and prosecute these slave traders and
rescue the victims from this scourge.

And that is just the way it is.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title:

H.R. 1329. An ACT to increase, effective as
of December 1, 2017, the rates of compensa-
tion for veterans with service-connected dis-
abilities and the rates of dependency and in-
demnity compensation for the survivors of
certain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

———

THE HURRICANE AND OPIOID
CRISES

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
first of all, I want to urgently have set
up an appeal process on an expedited
basis for my constituents and those
across the disaster-impacted areas of a
FEMA denial appeal system. Thou-
sands of my constituents have been de-
nied FEMA assistance.

Pictures just came to my phone last
evening, and I am urging the FEMA Di-
rector and all who can do so, including
the President, we are not a 10. We are
in desperate need of help. People do not
have their lives restored.

I also want to make mention of the
fact that today there will be some
statement made on this horrific opioid
crisis, which we as Members of Con-
gress have been dealing with for over a
year. We understand that this may be
called a public health service emer-
gency versus a catastrophic emer-
gency, using the Public Service Act or
the Stafford Act. The Stafford Act
funds are almost completely dimin-
ished because of wildfires and hurri-
canes.

The casualties of opioid abuse are 142
per day, which is like an airplane crash
every single day. With this amazing
and unbelievable budget that has been
passed, the Halloween budget of 2017,
there will be trillions of dollars cut
away from the budget. It is imperative
that the President call this an emer-
gency and begin to use emergency
funds to deal with the opioid crisis.
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